Response to Office Action dated 03/01/2005 
Application Serial No. 10/684,293 

RESPONSE AND REMARKS 

In the Office Action, the Examiner issued a restriction requirement, 
construing Claims 1-26 and 30-32 as Group I, and Claims 27-29 as Group II. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner also issued an election requirement, 
construing Species A as claims directed to "a non 'hollow flat' blade having a 
sharpener being an integral of a handle"; construing Species B as "a non 'hollow 
flat' blade having a movable mounted sharpener"; construing Species C as "a 
non 'hollow flat' blade having a removable sharpener"; construing Species D as 
"a non 'hollow flat' blade having a serrated and non-serrated portion"; construing 
Species E as "a 'hollow flat' blade having a sharpener being an integral of a 
handle"; construing Species F as "a 'hollow flat' blade having a movable mounted 
sharpener"; construing Species G as "a 'hollow flat' blade having a removable 
sharpener"; and construing Species H as "a 'hollow flat' blade having a serrated 
and non-serrated portion". The Examiner identified Claims 1, 10, 12, 22, and 25 
as generic to some of the species. The Examiner did not identify Claims that are 
specifically associated with each Species. 

Pursuant to the restriction requirement dated March 1 , 2005 and in 
accordance with 35 U.S.C. 121 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.142, Applicant hereby formally 
elects for further examination, the invention construed by the Examiner as Group 
I, described by the Examiner as Claims 1-26 and 30-32; Claims 27-29, 
corresponding to non-elected Group II, are withdrawn from examination without 
prejudice to Applicant's filing, during the pendency of the present Application, a 
divisional application directed to non-elected Group II, construed by the Examiner 
as Claims 27 through 29 in accordance with 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and 121 and 37 
C.F.R. § 1.142. 

Pursuant to the species election requirement dated March 1 , 2005 and in 
accordance with 35 U.S.C. 121 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.142, Applicant hereby elects 
Species G (construed by the Examiner as "a 'hollow flat' blade having a 
removable sharpener"). Pursuant to election of Species G, it is respectfully 
submitted that in addition to Claims 1, 10, 12, 22, and 25 that were identified by 
the Examiner as generic, Claims 2, 7, 1 1 , 1 3, 23, 24, 26, 30, 31 , and 32 are 
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generic to Species G. Further, pursuant to election of Species G, it is 
respectfully submitted that Claims 4, 9, 15, and 21 are directed to Species G 
subject matter. 

According to the election of Species G, Claims 3, 5, 6, 8, 14, and 16-20 
that are directed to the non-elected Species, are withdrawn from examination 
without prejudice to Applicant's filing in accordance with 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and 
121 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.142, during the pendency of the present Application, a 
divisional application with claims directed to the subject matter of the non-elected 
Species, or in the event that generic claims are allowed, without prejudice to 
Applicant re-presenting some or all of Claims 3, 5, 6, 8, 14, and 16-20 in the 
present application. 

In view of the election above, it is respectfully requested that further 
examination of the present application proceed for Group I and Species G 
claims, namely, for Claims 1,2, 4, 7, 9-13, 15, 20-26, and 30-32. 
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